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Massey Line is 2019 show feature
For the 49th Annual Show, we will host the Iowa 

massey Collectors and feature all things related to 
the massey line of tractors and machinery. This 
includes Wallis, massey-harris, massey Fer-
guson and Ferguson tractors, Related equip-
ment and memorabilia. learn more about the 
Association by visiting their website at www.
masseycollectors.com.

Along with the 
main Feature of massey, 
there will be a second fea-
ture of Vintage Farm trucks 
and Pickups. exhibits older 
than 1979 are welcome to 
participate in this feature.

The Ferguson Company history dates back to before 1920 
when harry Ferguson began developing a linkage system 
that would connect his plow to the Fordson tractor. Fergu-
son contracted with the Sherman brothers of evansvillle, Ill. 
in 1925 to manufacture his plow design. This ended in 1928 
when production of the Fordson was discontinued in the 
U.S.  Ferguson provided a large contribution to the tractor 
industry when his three-point-hitch system was unveiled on 
his first tractor designed in 1933.

The massey-harris Company was formed in 1891 by the 
merger of the massey Company and the A. harris Com-
pany. massey-harris had several marketing relationships 
with other tractor manufacturers, with the first being in 
1916 when they formed an agreement to sell the “big bull,” 
manufactured by the bull tractor Company of minneapo-
lis.  The poor design of this tractor ended its span in 1918 
and massey then entered into an agreement with the Par-

rett tractor Company of Canada. This relationship 
produced the massey model #1, #2, and #3, 

but ended when Parrett became financially 
distressed. 

In 1926, massey entered into an agree-
ment to sell Wallis tractors for J.I. Case Plow 

Works and eventually massey purchased 
the Plow Works Company in 1928. The well-

designed Wallis tractor gave massey a huge boost 
and they became a power in the U.S. tractor industry. The 

name was phased out by 1932 and all tractors carried the 
massey harris name. eventually, massey-harris and Fergu-
son combined in 1953 and became massey-harris-Ferguson, 
which was eventually shortened to massey-Ferguson.

by the 1970’s, massey-Ferguson had spread worldwide 
and was being produced in nearly 90 locations. The com-
pany was known for constantly making advancement in 
the tractor industry and kept up well with the competition.  
Designs  featured the high horsepower tractor V-8 models 
and was also very popular for their combine models. In 1994, 
massey-Ferguson was purchased by the AGCo Corporation, 
but tractors are still being sold under the massey-Ferguson 
name. 

The 2020 show will be a special celebration for the 50th 
Show.

In 2021, the Iowa Chapter 5 Ih Collectors will return for 
the feature. They were last here in 2011.

 In 2022, the minneapolis-moline Collectors will return for 
their summer show. They were last here in 2012.

In 2023,  look for the Gathering of the orange with a fea-
ture of Allis-Chalmers. They were last here in 2010.

– 1979 and Older –
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 Floyd Hilbrand, 77, who farms north of Clara City, Minn. 
has sheds containing many tractors, but one he is quite proud 
of is his 1956 Massey Harris MH50.

 “The 1956 MH50 was the last one made before they be-
came Massey Ferguson. I’ve owned it for about 10 years and 
restored it. I saw an ad for it in one of the national magazines. 
I called the guy up who lived in the eastern part of Wisconsin 
and after he told me what it was all about I bought it sight un-
seen. It came off a dairy farm and he bought it new, it’s about 
40-horse,” said Hilbrand.

 The engine ran well and the tin work was fine. All he had 
to do was put new tires on it and change the exhaust system a 
bit that originally ran below the tractor. He did that so grass 
wouldn’t catch fire when he chops weeds in the ditch. Marley 
Ammerman, south of Clara City, painted it for him at his farm 
shop shortly after he got it. The hood ornament was missing 
so he had a plastic one chromed. 

“I mainly run it in parades, plant a little sweet corn with it, 
but mostly putz around the yard with it. It’s not real rare, but 
there aren’t a whole lot of them around. This tractor is the 
identical twin to the Ferguson 40 — one had the Ferguson 
name and the other the Massey name, even the engines are 
the same. Ferguson had a kind of gray body, Massey had the 
red body. I wax it twice a year and keep it shined up pretty 
good,” added Hilbrand.

He also owns a Massey Harris Pony from the ‘40s, a 1957 
Oliver Super 55 and a 1963 John Deere 410. He’s currently re-
storing a 1962 Oliver 880. He lays claim to winning the “slow 

dealers. The 50 was available in several configurations: utility, 
high-crop utility, or row-crop with a choice of single, tricycle, 
or wide adjustable front ends. The wide front was the most 
built and shipped. Just over 2000 were built and according 
to one source there are not enough of them to find a market 
value.  

  The “Massey Harris 50” became the “Massey Ferguson 
50” when the company dropped “Harris” from the corporate 
name. By the mid-60s, Massey Ferguson claimed to be the 
largest farm equipment of tractors in the world.

Floyd Hilbrand loves his 1956 
Massey Harris MH50 

Hilbrand has a hard-to-find 
Massey Ferguson Executive 
garden tractor. It was built 
between 1964-66 and is in 
great condition.

Floyd Hilbrand loves his Massey MH50. It’s mostly a parade tractor 
now, but he still uses it to plant sweet corn and mow the road ditches at 
his farm north of Clara City, Minn.

The Massey Harris Pony. In 1947, the company brought out the Model 
“11” Pony tractor that was rated at 10 HP on the drawbar. Designed for 
small operations and truck farms, the Pony was produced for 10 years.

tractor” race each year at the threshing bee in Montevideo, 
Minn. with his Allis-Chalmers 160 built in the mid ‘60s. He 
also has a Massey Harris 444.

Garden tractor enthusiasts will get a kick out of his Massey 
Ferguson Executive made between 1964-66. He’s not sure 
how many they made. Not that many, because at that point 
garden tractors, and four wheel lawn mowers were still kind 
of a novelty. Most of them ended up in the junk yards for 
many, many years. 

  
About the Massey MH50
  The Massey Harris 50 was based on the Ferguson TO-35 

and introduced after the merger that created Massey Har-
ris Ferguson. It was also produced as the F-40 for Ferguson 
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Help us keep the 
wheels turning!
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Consider a contribution to the land fund

An Early Morning Walk Down Our Main Street
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Mark your calendar
August 9-11–49th Threshermen & Collectors Show
Saturday, Dec. 7–Annual Meeting

At the 2018 Annual meeting, board plaques were presented 
by President mike Rebhuhn to board members whose terms 
expired, including: larry erickson, Connie Reinert and mark 
tuttle. 

larry and mark agreed to run for another term. Gary 
Sundblad was elected for the third position. 

last fall, Steve Christ resigned from his board position and 
that was filled by the board electing Chuck Virgil of Sutherland, 
Iowa. A great big thank you to all!

New Board members

Please note, if your mailing label is dated 2018, this is the last newsletter 
you will receive. Please consider renewing your membership for 2019. 

Chuck Virgil Gary Sundblad

Larry Erickson, Mike Rebhuhn, Connie Reinert, Mark Tuttle

50th Show Celebration
In 2020, we will be celebrating our 50th show! If you have 
any memorabilia–buttons, plaques, flyers, caps or show 
guides that you would like to share for display, please 
contact Phil Sundblad or the Threshermen’s office.


